THE BIBLICAL WORLD work. (b)
A class of complainers themselves, who appear to maintain an outward regard for the worship of God, but rob him of his dues.4 These blinded people desire the judgment and expect to be held in honor by the Judge,5 but the prophet declares that the Judge will appear first in the temple itself, and will distinguish carefully between the self-righteous formalists and the true priests of God, and will consume the former like dross.6 (c) The skeptical spirit, whether embodied in the priests or in other arrogant persons,' receives its condemnation, and it is declared that only those who really fear Jehovah shall be spared when Jehovah comes to judgment.8 3. The terms "my messenger," "the messenger of the covenant," would ordinarily indicate the angelic manifestation of Jehovah about which we have statements elsewhere.9 It is not clear that the author of our prophecy had, at the time of writing Mal. 3: 1-3, any other idea in mind.
Jehovah's messenger is the channel of his message, the medium of his presence, the expression of himself, sometimes identified with himself.'0 It may be assumed that "my messenger" and "the messenger of the covenant" would refer to the same manifestation, and Mal. 3:2-5 would seem to favor this, for the work of the messenger of the covenant is probably there distinguished from that of Jehovah as in a measure preparatory. The only difficulty about this view is the apparently sharp distinction drawn between the two in Mal. 3 : i. The passage Zech. 1: 9, Io will teach us, however, that such distinctions often may be more apparent than real, and the blending of functions introduced into the present passage points to the identity of the two messengers.
Good usage, however, would permit our prophet to apply the term " messenger " to others than angels. In Mal. 2: 7 the prophet presents one of the highest and most spiritual conceptions of the priesthood, by declaring that the priest is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts. In Hag. I: 13 the prophet is said to be the messenger of
Jehovah.
It is not strange, therefore, that in Mal. 4: 5 the messenger to come should be declared to be a prophet with the spirit and power of Elijah," There is a temptation always to ask these same questions in some form or other, for evil is not yet removed out of the way, and wicked people to our imperfect vision seem to prosper; and therefore we need constantly to come back to the words of the ancient Hebrew seer.
In Matt. 17: [10] [11] [12] [13] our Lord applies the prophecy of Elijah to the coming of John the Baptist, and both in this Matthew passage and in Mark 9 : 10-13 Jesus seems to imply that in his own ministry the Lord of judgment appeared, and no one can doubt that the principle just stated finds a conspicuous illustration in the work of John and in the ministry of Jesus Christ.
